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HHE4E (paleovegetation)
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Fig.1 Photomicrographs of Phragmites phytoliths.

A I short-cell (small type), B : motor-cell (large type),
scale bar @ 20um.
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Fig.2 Photomicrographs of weathering grades of phytolith.
A w.g0,B:wgl,C:w g2 D:w. g 3 scale bar: 5um.
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Table1l Number of phytoliths per/g sediments, ratio of small type of it, and weathering grades of it, obtained from each micro topo-

graphic division.

Berm Dune 1

Dunell Dunell Marshl Marshll Marshll

Foreshore
number / g sediments (number) 647.0 136.4
ratio of small type (%) 16.9 29.0
ratio of weathering grades 0 (%) 272 373
ratio of weathering grades 3 (%) 19.6 28.4

1,998.3 5350.7 13,3544 422170 903802 89,7679
425 28.3 279 35.7 39.2 7.2
35.1 39.0 336 48.1 449 294
29.2 19.7 18.8 14.0 15.2 22.7
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Fig.3 Number of phytoliths per/g sediments, ratio of small type of it, and weathering grades of it, obtained from each micro topo-

graphic division.
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Transportation and preservation of phytoliths were discussed, based on a relationship between
the distribution and weathering grades of phytoliths in surface sediments in several regions in-
cluding Onneto, the estuary of the Mukawa River, Rokkasyo, the estuary of the Oirase River,
Aiofutajima, and the estuary of the Obitsu River. The average value of number of phytoliths
per/g sediments, ratio of small type of it, and weathering grades of it, obtained from each micro
topographic division (“Foreshore”, “Berm”, “Dune I ”“Dune I ", “Dunell”, “Marsh 1 ”, “Marsh I ",
“MarshIl”). The distribution pattern showed that the zones of “Dune I ” and “MarshIl” had a
characteristics efficient weathering, and that the next zones to be less efficient. It was suggested
that most of phytoliths were transported by wind to low places such as salt pond, but many that

were lost in fore slope zones among them.



