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Fig. 1 Location of each point in China
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Table 1. Ratio of sulfur isotope in cinnabar ore of mines in Guizhou and Hunan provinces in China
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The ratio of sulfur isotope in cinnabar ore obtained from the mines of Guizhou and Funan
provinces was about +20 %o, and the cinnabar was formed crystal on the limestone. Those
places were under the sea in old times. From the above findings, it is speculated that the cinna-
bar mine in both provinces was layered over limestone and the sulfur isotope reflected the com-
position of the sea in earlier times. On the contrary, most of cinnabar mines in Japan were made
by volcanic activity and powdered cinnabar was formed in the ore. From the present study, the
ratio of sulfur isotope in the cinnabar ore of Japanese mines maybe differ from the Chinese one.

Further investigations are required to understand the difference.



