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Relocation of the Road and the Town Caused by Earthquake

——Study on Shiobara Road and Sekiya Town——

Akira SANGAWA* and Riichiroh MUROT**

*Kinki and Chubu Center, Geological Survey of Japan. Ohtemae 4-1-67, Chuoch-ku,
Osaka 540, Japan
**Society for the Study of Sekiya. Sekiya 69, Shiobara-cho, Nasu-gun 329-28, Japan

At the beginning of the Edo Period, the northern part of Tochigi Prefecture was atta-
cked by some strong earthquakes. Among them, the Nikkoh earthquake which hit in A.D.
1683 was the biggest. The Magnitude of this earthquake is supposed to have been above
M7 degree. It seems to have been caused by the Sekiyva active fault system, which stret-
ches north-south direction about 30 km in the surface region of the earthquake.

Sekiya was the principal town for travelers along the Shiobara road during the Edo
Period. Evidence shows that this town moved from the place called Furuyashiki to the
present site in the latter half of the 17 th century.

The authors considered that this relocation of the town and the road may have been
caused by the Nikkoh earthquake. The old town and the road are supposed to have been
severely damaged by the fault movement accompanied by the Nikkoh earthquake, because
they were located along the fault scarp of the Sekiya active fault system. The people of
Furuyashiki would have moved about 200 meters from the fault scarp to avoid more casu-

alties in another earthquake.
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