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Table 1. Outline of sites investigated.
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Table 2. Size of ancient paddy fields in five sites.
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Fig. 1. Relation between the gradient of ground
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A Study on the Factors in Determining the Size of the Prehistoric Paddy Fields

Hiroshi FUJIWARA, Akira SASAKI, and Toshiko MATANO

Most of the prehistoric paddy fields recently excavated in Japan are smaller in size
than one has considered previously.

In the present paper, factors in determining the size are discussed in relation to the
agricultural technique.
1 The data for the prehistoric paddy fields between several archaeological sites are com-
pared and analyzed statistically.
2 There are so many small field in the dry zone of the west asia even in the present time.
Such field type can be considered as an adaptation for the dry condition in the agricultural
technique.
3 In the present paper, it is certified theoretically that there is a close relationship between
the size of fields and the irrigation efliciency.
4 From the view point of the irrigation efficiency, the meaning of the small size fields is

well explained.
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