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The sea-level changes in the Late Holocene and the topographical
environment of archaeological sites in Japan

Hirotaro ISEKI

Faculty of Literature, Nagoya University

In Japan, in about 5,000 B.P. the sea-level was about 3 meters higher than now-
days. But between approximately 3,500 and 2,000 B.P. the sea-level should have drop-
ped about 2 or 3 meters below the present mean. As a result of the regression, the
coastal dune (“Lost Sand Dune”) developed in off the coast of Hokuriku district and
the back mershy land was covered by the peat layer and forest which are found from
the bottom of the sea present time. The peat layer continues to the humic sand lay-
er on top of the older dune. We can see these humic sand layer, which is contained
archaeological remains in about 3,500 ~ 1,500 B.P., in the coastal sand dunes in vari-
ous places of Japan. Other hand, according to the emergence during 3,500 ~ 1,500
B. P, the coastal plains developed in various places of Japan and the extended rivers
were formed on the coastal plains. The valley beds of these extended rivers have re-
ached about 3 meters below the present sea-level. The earliest time of rice culture in
Japan, rice was grown on the marshy bottom bed of these shalow valleys. These

shalow valleys were filled up now, caused new transgression since 3 or 4 century.





