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Fig. 1. La content of the large jar excavated from the Mori Shogun tomb site
(Kohshoku City, Nagano Prefecture)
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Fig, 7. La content of the Sue wares excavated from the Yokose tomb site
(Kagoshima Prefecture).
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Fig, 8, Sc content of the Sue wares excavated from the Yokose tomb site
(Kagoshima Prefecture),
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Fig. 12. Ca content of the Sue wares excavated from the Zenshd site in Iwate Prefecture.
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Fig. 18. La content of the Sue wares excavated from the Zenshd site in Iwate Prefecture.
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Distribution of the Sue wares produced in the Osaka Suemura (Part 1)
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The authors have made the elemental analysis of the Sue wares excavated from the
kiln sites throughout Japan by X-ray fluorescence spectrometry and neutron activation. The
obtained results made it possible to find out the origins of the Sue wares excavated from the
various sites in the Kofun period (5-6th century).

The Sue ware was produced by the professional craftmen who were subordinated to the
politically powerful groups, and was given to the politically related families. That is, the Sue
ware was one of the products in the ancient pottery industry. Therefore, it follows that the
Sue wares were buried in the ancient tomb sites of the local powerful families. Many
archaeologists have believed that the Suemura (Sakai City in Osaka Prefecture) was the
center of the Sue ware production at this period. Reacently, some kiln sites were discovered
at the local country such as Fukuoka, Kagawa, Aichi and Miyagi Prefecture. These are local
kiln sites. How far were the Sue wares produced in the Suemura carried out? Where were
the Sue wares produced in the local kilns moved ? These problems are very interesting in
the investigation of the Japanese ancient history. From this point, it has a significant meaning
to trace the movement of the Sue wares.

The high level of technique of producing the Sue ware was said to be introduced from
the ancient Korea at about 5th century. The discovered kiln sites were so few in the Kofun
period (5-6th century) that it is easy to find out the origin of the Sue wares excavated from
various sites only by elemental analysis. The main objective of this series of papers that will
be published in the coming future is to find out the origins of the Sue wares excavated from
the various sites in 5-6th century, and to accumulate the fundamental data in considering the
political relationship in the ancient society.

At first, the authors took up the Sue wares excavated from the Mori Shogun tomb site



(Nagano Prefecture), the Yokose tomb site (Kagoshima Prefecture) and the Zensho site

(Iwate Prefecture).
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The authors got the following conclusions,

The large jar excavated from the Mori Shégun tomb site was not a product of the local
kiln site in Nagano Prefecture. The indicators such as Rb, Sr, K, Ca, Na, Mn, La
and Sc showed that its most possible origin was the Osaka Suemura.

The origin of the Sue wares excavated from the Yokose tomb site was inferred to be
the Suemura also by the indicators such as Rb-Sr map, La and Sc.

The Zensho site is one of complex site from the Jomon to the Heian period. The older
Sue wares (about 6th century) were inferred to be products of the Suemura by the
indicators such as Rb-Sr map, La and Sc. On the other side, the origin of the younger
Sue wares assumed to be produced at the Heian period (about 8th century) was the
local Seyago kiln near Mizusawa City in Iwate Prefecture.

These results confirmed that the Osaka Suemura was the largest center of producing

the Sue wares in the Kofun period, and furthermore gave a suggestion that the very strong

political authority subordinated the Osaka Suemura.



