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All of the photos from no. 2 to no. 7 are microphotographs.
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The Revival of the Ancient *Hanyu Zome”
Susumu KANEKO

Sakai Municipal Mikunigaoka Junior High School, 15— 6 — 3 cho,
Koryo Nishi Machi, Sakai 590

Whether “mineral dyeing” was in practice in ancient Japan is an extremely
important question in studying the historical change of the Japanese way of life, However,
no reference books on the history of dyeing spare a page for the question. Neither relics nor
old documents have been found to suggest the possibility-of this dyeing technique. Should
we conclude that ancient Japanese had no practice of “mineral dyeing”? No. The
experimental dyeing I have conducted has proved that the ancient people used yellow ocher
as a dyestuff.

Hanyt Zome is an ancient dyeing with the fine grained ocher. My theory is that it
is a popular form of the “mineral dyeing” of ancient Japan. Six poems in the Man-Yo-Shi
or Japan’s oldest poem collection completed 1,200 years ago provide a ground for the
supposition. In one of them, the poet calls hany@ as beautiful soil. In another one, the poet
declares that he is going to dye his clothes with Hanyt before leaving home. At present, the
six poems are the only information we can depend on, and a phrase “Suminoeno Kishino
Hanyt, which is commonly found in the six poems, suggests that Hanyii occurs in the belt-
shaped area extending in parallel with the ancient coastline in Sumiyoshi-Ku, Osaka.

The key poems in the Man-Yo-Shii were already known to some researchers. They
had also roughly located the Hanyﬁ stratum in Sumiyoshi. But no one ever tried to survey
the area. The experimental dyeing in the original ancient manner is also unprecedented.
Thus “Suminoeno Kishino HanyG” had remained unnoticed by anyone.

It was in May 1978 that I discovered the Hanyt layer. The location is in no
contradiction with the six poems in the Man-Yo-Shii. I took the fine grained yellow earth
and tried to dye silk, cotton, hemp, and wool. All the fibers took the dye well and a brilliant,
yellow color came out. Fastness test shows that the dye will not go off either in the sun or
in the wash and that the result it is in accordance with the Japanese Industrial Standards

or JIS.
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There are two different ways of dyeing; (1) Immerse the threads in boiling ocher
suspension for 50 minutes; (2) Immerse the threads in the ocher extraction for over 24 hours.
We now know that Hanyii is a genuine natural dye. The stratum of the yellow ocher
is part of Uemachi Rise and belongs to a larger Uemachi Strata (formed in the Quaternary
period). The tight silt layer contains weathered feldspar and quartz. Limonite, the cause of
the yellow color, sticked to the weathered rrﬁneral particles. The layer is constant in the

depth of the color because of the consistent density of limonite.
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