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History and Some Problems of the Study of Fish Remains

from Jomon Shellmounds

Kyomi YAMAZAKI

Department of Archaeology, Graduate Course, Kokugakuin University

By the application of the methods of natural science, archaeology has been
gaining lapidly a number of new informations. These methods also have recently
been applied to the studies on fish remains from Jomon shellmounds, and those
studies seem to be developing by the use of mathematical data and precise analysis.

In this paper, the author reviewed the history of previous studies on fish
remains from the point of view of an archaeologist, and examined whether these
methods are useful or not for approaching to the problems on the fishing activities
of Jomon shellmound people. The results indicate that these methods are little
useful for prehistory. It is, I believe, because most of those studies concentrate
on the precision of the methodology and because they have used the methods of natural
science without deep consideration for the interpretation of the archaeological pheno-
mena. The methods traditionally used make more contribution to prehistory than
the new methods.

For the reconstruction of the fishing activities of Jomon shellmound people,
the followings are important: 1) interpretation of artificial remains as well as fish
remains, 2) understanding of the social functions of Jomon Ashellmound settlements
and their relationship to other settlements. Thus, the fishing activities would be
reconstructed by the understanding of the above as a whole and by the considerations
of the various aspects. Consequently, the most important to the study of fish remains
is the precise identification of the species, and the methods of natural science should

be applied on that point.
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