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Fig. 2 Diagram of the method for detecting plant opals contained in pottery walls.
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Photo: Plant opals detected in pottery walls.
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Fundamenta! Studies in Plant Opal Analysis (4)

Detection of plant opals contained in pottery walls of the JOMON

period in Kumamoto pref.

Hiroshi FUJIWARA
Faculty of Agriculture, Miyazaki University

(1) In the previous paper written by the author, the method for detecting plant
opals contained in the pieces of pottery walls was proposed. In this paper, some im-
provements of the method were discussed and the results obtained by the new
method were reported.

(2 In order to detect plant opals contained in pottery walls, forty-five pieces,
of pottery walls, which were made in each phase of the JOMON period in
Kumamoto pref. were examined,

(8) Plant opals originated from motor cells of Oryza sativa were detected in the
one of pieces of the pottery walls made in the latest phase of JOMON period. There-
fore it is educed from the results that some type of the rice culture was present in
the phase.
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