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X—ray Fluorescence Analysis of Sueware Sherds
Obtained from Kiln Sites

Toshikazu MITSUJI

Nara University of Education

Energy dispersive X-ray fluorescence analysis was applied to about 1500 Sueware
sherds excavated from 147 kiln sites throughout Japan. The purpose of this work was to
determine the indices for characteristics of individual kilns. Potsherds from the same
kiln site had similar elemental compositions. Rb, Sr, K, Ca, and Rb/Sr were found to be
the best indicators of the producing districts. The Rb/Sr index divided the tested Sueware
kiln sites into two groups: Tenganjiyama (near Kitakyushu City) type and Inadayama
(near Kagamigahara City, Gifu Prefecture) type. The Rb/Sr distribution also divided the
sites into four groups: Tenganjiyama, Inadayama, Ushikubi and Kosai types. Distribution

maps of Rb, Sr and Rb/Sr for the Sueware kiln sites are given.
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