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Sourcing of Sanukite Implements by X-ray Fluorescence

Analysis IIT
Tetsuo WARASHINA*, Yoshimasa KAMAKI*#*
and
Takenobe HIGASHIMURA®*
* Research Reactor Institute, Kyoto University

#% Okayama College of Science

Non-destructive analysis of a control sample of sanukite specimens and of prehistoric
sanukite implements was carried out by means of energy-dispersive X-ray fluorescence
spectrometry. The analysis focussed on materials from Western Japan, specifically, the
Kinki, Chugoku and Shikoku districts. The control sample was obtained from six source
areas, and the specimens could be classified into twelve different groups. The 335 pre-
historic implements were obtained from 101 archaeological sites. The source of the
raw material of each implement was determined by means of Hotteling’s T? test. The

results are shown on maps for the Jomon and Yayoi periods.



