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Petrological Analysis to Determine the Provinience of Pottery

— Jomon and Yayoi Pottery in the Izu Islands —

Yoshihiro SHIMIZU
Faculty of Letter, Kyoto University

Petrological examination of minerals and rock fragments found in the clay matrix
of pottery fired at law temparature is useful for determination of provinience of the
pottery. The result reported here are based on analysis of six Jomon and Yayoi potsherds
from sites in the Izu Islands, South of Tokyo. The lithic and mineral constituents of the
clay of one potsherd consisted well with the petrological make-up of the islands. Adding
this, the one has a particular archaeological type. So it is thought to be a home-made
were of the Izu Islands. But the other five potsherds contained foreign elements and are

thought to be imported wares.






