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Fig. 1 Particle size distribution of modern starch
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Fig. 2 Starch grains under polarized microscope
Left: acorn (Lithocarpus edulis)
Right: sweet potato tuber
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The research on the ancient starch is relatively a new study area. The method had some signifi-
cant developments in the 1980’s to 1990’s, and was introduced to Japan by the author’s group
around 10 years ago. Since then many evidences of ancient starch are reported from prehistoric
stone tools and pottery residues that are excavated in Japan.

This paper starts with an introduction to the history and the methods of ancient starch study,
followed by discussion on some main problems of the study, such as identification, authenticity

and damaged starch.
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