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(Recent Advances in Scientific Studies on Cultural Properties : Conservation)

Messages to Conservation Studies on Cultural
Properties from an Archaeological Viewpoint

Kiyohide SAITO

Archaeological Institute of Kashiwara, Nara Prefecture, 1 Unebi-cho, Kashiwara, Nara Prefecture 634-0065, Japan

Scientific studies of cultural properties in Japan have certainly advanced in the last ten years,
and the scope of the involved fields has broadened dramatically. The exchange between these
new fields of natural sciences with new instruments and archaeology has produced new archeo-
logical interpretations and views, resulting in greater diversity in the relationship between ar-
chaeology and cultural properties.

Naturally, archaeology and cultural properties are very closely related, and can both be applied
towards the preservation of archaeological sites and materials, as well as present new material
for analysis. Within the next ten years, new techniques and instruments for analysis and preser-
vation will appear and apply to the field. This article proposes scientific studies for the next ten

years from the critical point of view of archaeology focused on preserving cultural properties.
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