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(Recent Advances in Scientific Studies on Cultural Properties: Conservation)
Trends and Prospects of Conservation Treatment
for Organic Artifacts Other than Wooden Materials

Tetsuya YAMADA
Center for Conservation Science, Gangoji Institute for Research of Cultural Property, 2-14-8 Motomachi, Ikoma,
Nara 630-0257, Japan

From archaeological sites at which remains and traces of the activities of ancient people are
preserved, organic remains such as lacquerware, bamboo products, seeds, knitting, rope, paper,
textiles, leather products, and bones are excavated along with common wooden artifacts. Because
organic materials rot and decompose easily through the activity of decay fungi, these materials
often do not survive being buried in environments in which they are repeatedly dried and wetted.
However, if organic artifacts are buried in environments that are continuously wet or continu-
ously dry, in which decay fungi are suppressed, the objects remain in relatively good condition
and they are invaluable for investigating sites.

Many conservation materials and techniques have been studied for exhibiting and maintaining
excavated organic artifacts in a good condition. However, conservation treatment methods best
suited for each type of organic artifact have not necessarily been developed. Therefore, conserva-
tion treatments for organic artifacts based on modified treatments developed for wooden arti-
facts have been used. It is important to understand the degradation stage of the organic artifacts
and to investigate the materials and treatment methods most suitable for their conservation. In
this article, we discuss conservation treatments depending on the deterioration state of artefacts.
In addition, we review the results of scientific research for conserving organic artifacts, and dis-

cuss future research for improving artifact conservation by developing conservation treatments.
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