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Fig.6 The result of chemical analysis of the stone lion at
Munakata Shrine
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Lithologic character of so-called
“Song-style lion sculptures.”

Nobuaki KUCHITSU
National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, Tokyo, 13-43 Ueno Park, Taito-Ku, Tokyo
110-8713, Japan

There are characteristic stone lion sculptures so-called “Song-style lion sculptures”™ in Japan,
which are considered to be made between the 12 and 14 C probably under the influence of Song
(Chinese) culture. Non-destructive analyses were carried out on the 12 Song-style lion sculptures
and other related stone sculptures of middle age in Japan. As a resull, stones constituting the
Song-style lion sculptures can be divided into two groups based on their composition; calcareous
stones such as limestone and non-calcareous stones such as sandstone. In Japan, no other stone
sculptures made of limestone are known before the 12 C except for the Song-style lion sculptures
analyzed this time, whereas there are abundant stone sculptures made of sandstone before that
period. On the other hand, there are abundant stone lion sculptures made of limestone in China
since the old time. Moreover, the Song-style lion sculptures made of limestone show similar posture
as Chinese stone lion sculptures, wherecas those made of non-calcareous stones show different

posture which is similar to initial stone komainu's in Japan.

11



