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Table 2 Findings on the medicinal herbs in the Chinese Images of Buddha
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Table 3 Medicinal hexbs enshrined in the Korean Images of Buddha
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Studies on repellent effects of medicinal herbs used in preservation
of objects made from plant fibers (Part I)
— Historical note on use of medicinal herbs
in old China, Korea and Japan —

Migyeong HAN, Masumi OSAWA and Kiyohiko SAKURAI

Faculty of Literature, Showa Women’s University

1-7 Taishido, Setagaya-ku, Tokyo 154-8533, Japan

Throughout the ages, the use and validity of natural plant substances, so-called, herbs
to protect against insect pests in fibrous cultural properties such as paper and clothing have
been studied in China, Korea and Japan. Various methods have been utilized to protect
fibers in these three countries. These medicinal herbs are often put into bookcases or
wardrobes directly or in a mixed form to protect fibrous products from harmful insects that
eat wood and often substances. And sometimes the juice of medicinal herbs is dyed and
mixed in paste form. On the other hand, scrolls, bookcases or chests of drawers are even
made of trees that already contain medicinal properties. The varieties of applications for
using insect repellent herbs are as follows :

1. Medicinal herbs such as powders and fragments : ginkgo, tobacco, mugwort (G£), red

pepper, morning glory (§#i), sandalwood (I1f#7%), hemlock parsley (I1%), lettuce (#§14),
southern wood (i), soap bean tree (g %), chinese quince (AJN), angelica ([1iE),
camphor wood, evodia (4:Z<#), flax seed (FR12), calamus (41 E7F) and chrysanthemum, etc.

2. A mixture of various herbs giving off strong aromatics : clove (] ), sandalwood,
frankincense (FL#), rhubarb (K1), aloe wood (ik7), spikenard (H437%), benzoin (4 E7),
machilus bark (5#}), moutan bark (1J]1%), korean pine nut (#7-), cassia bark (%),
borneol (#ill4), saussurea root (A7), camphor wood and angelica, etc.
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3. Medicinal herbs used as dyes : yellow bark (&%), indigo, camelia (I1l17%), Japanese
pepper (%), pepper, clove, red pepper, ginkgo, coptis root (¥{ill) and persimon, etc.

4. Medicinal herbs used as pastes : hemlock parsley, calamus, melia bark (i) and
frankincense, etc.

5. Containers made of wood with medicinal properties : cedar and paulownia (#i), etc.
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6. Some of the plants enshrined in Images of Buddha serve to ward off insects : clove,
sandalwood, benzoin, pepper, licorice (1I'#i), aloe wood, cassia bark, cinnamon (JA4E), frank-

incense and spikenard, etc.



