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Photo 1. Wooden stylus, Kakuhitsu, found at the Mitsuki-Hachiman Shrine.
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Table 1. Mass of Japanese handmade paper kept at the Mitsuki-Hachiman Shrine.
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Photo 2. Wooden styli, Kakuhitsu, found at a ruined temple, Sekitoji.
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Fig. 1. “C age of a casket of the Buddhist scripture kept at the Mitsuki
Hachiman Shrine and the dendro-calibration curve.
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Table 2. ¥ C age measurements of materials from the Mitsuki-Hachiman Shrine.
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Fig. 2. Observed AD ages of materials related to the Buddhist scripture and
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Table 3. "C age measurements of wooden styli, Kakuhitsu, found at the ruined temple, Sekitoji.
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Photo 3. Wooden sitting statue kept at the Mitsuki-Hachiman Shrine.
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Table 4. YC age measurement of a sitting statue kept at the Mitsuki-Hachiman Shrine.
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Letters written with a stylus without ink, called Kakuhitsu, were first discovered in an
ancient manuscript in 1961. After that, many similar letters and sentences have been found
in manuscripts and books written before 1900. A wooden stylus which was found at the
Mitsuki-Hachiman Shrine in Mihara, Hiroshima Prefecture, was first recognized as
Kakuhitsu. Samples for age measurements were taken from Japanese handmade paper,
rollers of scrolls and caskets of the Buddhist scripture which were kept close to the stylus.
Three styli were found in scrolls of the Buddhist scripture at the ruined temple Sekitoji in
Shiga Prefecture. Samples were taken from two of them. The “C ages of styli, related
materials and paper were measured with Tandetron accelerator at Nagoya University by
the accelerator mass spectroscopy. Measured values were corrected by using the carbon
isotopic mass fractionation effect and calibrated with the dendro-calibration data of Stuiver
and Pearson. The calibrated ages of two styli found at Sekitoji are AD1695-1921 and 1658-
1949. The average ages of wooden caskets and pieces of paper from the Mitsuki-Hachiman
Shrine were determined to be AD1293+9 and 1234 *' _, and the ages of rollers of scrolls to
be AD1014 *¥ _5 and 1251 *¥ _. An ancient wooden sitting statue, which has been said to be
the one of Momokawa Fujiwara, AD732-779, is kept in this shrine. The age of the statue

was also measured by the same method, and is given by AD765 ™ _.



