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W HRE, SEHRESPE NFHIFECT A Lz s, EHROMR T LMD 2R L, SEhdms
BETBZENTELLIICEDBDS, §i - Al - FF - BE - TR - 1370 Ehkx 288
FUE RS g AN

WIS SR IR R BICDIZ A THA 5 », HEZ TIC2ETETERLIEREINTHS
boortBbhd, FORIZEITH LY, WFORINTZNAIHELINT WS, HRJIGICETX
FhrE ), NHIZFEE LN TWZEE L EE SN LD, REEEED, gallgi3iFriti
TEE OB FE DI ) LFIR L v, DT GIT T a i - T, &2z iidirt, W
HWARIRDETHRENBAICDA, BREVOPICHE) LTHXFHFR), HAMD ZEHFTE S,
E 5T, MU &9 2 RUGHE T TP « $57 X I SOMEEM & iz, SUioUiRR I B & & 300
RPEREREINT W5

B Ui CEREL E LT3, SICEINLBUEZCMLATWS, £5DIIN EERRE
FERE D HRMENRRENED, BEOPRkFE Wil ->Twa, L L, SHREECRINICE, £50
132, JIRZ{E-72iR, BEK - ROV, X2 HwAME, KIIoEad, Sricdh, X
HEABRFLY T2 T 4 —ICEA, HHEEREZEIRBELRBE A > Twb, i, REEALIFED
BURSEXKTNZDWT b, FARICERD TEELZBLEN THEILIEEIETL LW

Ehlz, oL AMICTERE L Twv 3 XEE BT ILOHE « XE0r « &1 e L & nRlEE
2k T, RIRESICKIDZAN L2 HINRLEREIMES N, I 20205 5, WHIFHSH
DANZ KT 2 By, 20 LTVl 2MEWLTIENTEINTH S,

AT, kS0 H 516 (Gt ORI oy, Bl ars—& —2duliz, o4
DHRARFIFRRIEK IO BRE2HELLDOTH D,

2. BAE - BEORIKRECKT
HATHE SN2 gindfi ek o - 5, wHECo R, s8R a0 75, stz

FERE AN @631 AR L BERT 1500
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fEbdbD 1M, HVERHCHEINTWELD1E, OfbETIEImLNTWwSE, F, MRE
WRECLIEED & O THEL - SFRRICEDH B L 3 8, WMARICREF SN TR0 3l h b, S 61T,
HEOZERRONE»rLRAEN D2 8055 (£l - 2, M1~5),

(1) #EPPREKRT] (M2 -1, Fige-1)

HRRKMEEAD T EICH24E140 A — VORI HBMAETH 2HBRF LR LY RA
SO TITH A, KRIZEE 110 - F 2 — FLEFD, SRBHIRIZEE 2 A L DIRE
DERTH 2, 83, TOBISY ->E L) BEiZmb - T

R PSS RS T SO I AL R R AN
D2UFIRFRHLENT 5, PPEPEDEREOPPEER IS 72D, PEF1844ED H189FE D I
DREICH I H, FREEGTP KRR T b Tuwie wdy, S I LT w i RikoFR B {EE
EEDRISKICL B L, RPMTHAIEPHMT L (RE1),

(2) =7 \2—2, Fig.2:®)

HERIBRMbOAEMAICEE SN TWEEETE, 2R84ty FA—FILEFD, WHDORDE
BIZAVWEWCIEIETODALEFHRLEOHATH 5, FOMEIC, Y-oLL VBT
Fiz
FHNGEFLA 55 B R4 IERS & a3 Db e e £ T [ [ e
il

ettt Lk A e T E Y T AT A48 O E T B R E
DFOLFOF LI ERHK SN T 5, BRINEZEEI6FEIZHIZ S,

ERIBOFE L TV B LFHFEL H 20D, RIKRDBEED £  HHEAICIK > TWT, DRk
DHRBBHEIC LB LD TH B LAY 5, 72, BREENLBIIERTIC & - TERBEHRO X
BT b, SHMETI%NTH L2 EHREZIN TS (FUNADEFRSIABRKTH S).
CoEZNIZoWTIE, THARER: MIEREBELZFORIC

----- AZAEROUA TIDAA T, ARSERTREERZ, WL —0 - 7w, K

REHE .

EORERFR 6N, THICELY T L LTHEAZNLE GE2),

(3) TREDS, Wil Lt
FRRHCOERIEM E pvbiid T, i3, WEIELET], KRSV TERD L it
ENTWw5,

------- KA/ H=F@M=T), HEEI VTN, —F =20 @ k%7
SRS b Bk W B R T, WG BRI T 27, W = HIEHS) S SRR E

SHEETE/ETEA, A= AR EELRERRER /EZRA, WH M= == B/

Emast / RALERL BVE R A AT 7 A, A= A0k BAEAH-EE SR BE T 77



#1 H & o # & & 3 Kk JI
Table 1 Swords with inlaid characters in Japan
% i T N W - 8 X | W fFm-F R
mABBI~VERALD %%EELE%EETE 4= 110 cm [T'Ii] * Té’iﬁ
1 TR AR BRI Y JIHH - Atk 4R ]
R % P41 140 m 24 F (184 ~ 189 4F)
v s L k> Z5 B IR TR 4% 84 cm WE - "
2 & X J] Vel ety i FIT - i R 4 47 (369 )
{5 i 61 F
Bh RS BTLANA . ? = W - B
3 THESS, # FHESS, AR BB 3~ 5 i
165 - HhicFF
BILBLT oA TR fHJE £ 73 cm (B )
4 15567, £ Fifr s 1588 AT - SRR 5 e
P8 - % 18 m 12 %
LABBLT 54 B EBATHT & 73.5cm H 7%
5 SERMPA i L 8 AN - 4 9k F XA (471 4P)
Hi %P8 119 m 115 5
FATIMALD e IR g7k FeAif 90.5cm H A<
6 REURKT] LI L Y JIHE - St 5 fife
il 7 #1145 62 m 745 - Iz R
Ty IR T #&frd% 60 cm H 4
7 HAMEEREA | B TIRE - SR ik 6 fitie
%5 %734 24 m 18
BLABLTS LS L) IR A Ry BefiF 68 cm H7AS
8 ek ) K4 2 5 JIRSE - S ik KR AR (608 1)
P18 - £ 16 m 6T
BpECDLBLCED i ) &k 77.5 cm SRS
9 el PR IR oo s ijﬁl_l& - A B 7 A2
;rA
AULL £ 3 DA A PN N (¢ 65.8 cm ?
10 ARk sl L JHIREE + < Bk 7~ 8 A
fL il 4
FFENTY B UL T P{iF 34 bom ?
11 = @ 4l PN IR « e Gtk 7~ 8 AL
fn it 9 (BraE) - Tofh
LHDILRLEERL 3 LA A 0 P s i ? ) H 7 ~
12 R A TR ,':l' R TN TR 8 9 fihifd
i 23F
H3bU LS ¢ — 1 B (2 ) ?
13 ARHEA 01 Ry il » B il
5 AEIT IS 9 lif
EHREOUT 2 A i I VLR Y Feii R 43.4 cm H A<
14 eBESF kR TRFESTE G Sl - SHi 9 ~11 fi:#2
L B i
HEwo23 ¥ I VAR T 2k 50.3cm H A
15 5 % AL RITT - 4 Sl 14~16 fi+4g
= W 108 - fb
#*2 lE - ZERE o ks
Table 2 Swords with inlaid characters in ancient Korea
# s #® OW O hb ol 8 X o th-FE K
BIbLbALLIORS FeArd227 . 5cm SRR
16 Rl WiORE OE B JIHE - SRR 5 fifi A~ 6 HAtw
(fZ e 2 50 165
BIBLALLIORS ﬁEL]% 'Jﬁhﬁ 474 .0cm i [2] B
17 A BHEK £ HEAAE I 115 1Y JQWE e 18 5 oA ~ 6 HtfdH
=
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X2, Xiis /7Y, 4/ 8=57
e AE BEHROE B B G = L T LS A A B R R A 2 T R A AR SR R T

B
e A e
----- JENNEE 2 R m A AU E 250/ PSRy e X T R RLF T A =
=10 P | I

Iz d e Mo E, BESEHAORE, GRTHEILIoEVHELIN I L
¥, BPASRELVWIDEFHMiS A TS, 2LT, fIMELALDD, XF - Fricik-
TWBENDZ L LBIRIA « FMFATH -2 LIZAUTHR W v, MEBELLZWL O, B
Phblzbd3 NIk, WA L - THARAE TR I TV L, hofixkKTIolks:
FLHLTHROTERRE L XHGLFHETH S ((E3),

(4) FEWmsnghal (42— 3, Fig2-3)

TIIRTBIRTICH 5 WAEL8A — P ADMH, Fifis 1 58I L D BRI NAHATH S, SRAIIBIH
EERIET BN, BHEELYyFA— b, COBIGEWE ZARIENEAHICHLT
T T Wi
D47, FIELRIINEmOAE I DITELT

I

=

15 % % 4l
grEEdE I 3 & 4@

\ 12 b A ST A

‘\\fammmﬁﬂ
16 HELBTAT]

7 HHEESERT]

- 14 BRI
- 9 BEEGRET]
5 FEZEEGRR
4 EIBEEER

17 Sk T -
HEEMEAT] o= W

D1 EhAAEAT)

10 mEmmka 2 b X T

8 Himsasky]

P
6 SRRARNKT]

[T Suidh R T4 Al
Fig.l1 Distribution of swords with inlaid characters
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Swords with inlaid characters

X2 §hkd)

Fig.2

Oshimei—tekken 4. Shingaimei— tekken

Kanchitheikinen—tachi 2. Hichishi—to 3.
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Fig.3 Swords with inlaid characters
5 Ginzogan—tachi 6 Nukatabenoomimei—tachi 7 Boshinmei—tetto
8 Kinsakumei—tetté 9 Heishisyorin—ken
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mﬂﬂ RISTTEY » G & w7 5 LR e S & S U R R Wre o i 5 R s 66 S asosd, g\bﬂv

TR wrEE T Ty e ey 3 s st beneeooooamas Y ﬁ -m.rnf\_./_\ H ﬁ -

Jl._\‘ :_[‘d/
/Mlv\u@ Qs B =2 8 BE ﬁrd%@r%w 2
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wf 11 WEIBESRERA 12 W % 4l

10 Sanin—Ken 11 Nagarehaiji—tekken 12 Basaino—tsurugi

Figd Swords with inlaid characters
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Fig.s Swords with inlaid characters
13 Yimeikantono—tachi 14 Yameientono— tachi
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W TT 1]

D 2 FDFF 6 FHFAIAL S A%, FHRRPH LNEP HRE L LI 6FETOR2TEIRLINTWE

Lo r#EllZhTn b,

BEICHZR ST 6 XFGHEHO MBS o, Ml 2 750 - 22 Rikii 2 3 At A
BiRDFETH B 2 LB, EGURROMEAHIZ OV TE, AR S 7z & DB R % B
A RAr—AM LGP EREN M2 RLRY) TRREIRICHAL L, 6D TF—F—I220n
TRIER RS NLPEREFOTIITZ E2 (E4). .

(5) FXehgkdl (M2 -4, Fig24)

B ERATHHICH 2Rl —2, £F 1194 — F VORI #BMNETH 2RiamLd s, &
REEO T ROMETH 5 LHfEES L,

FEMHMNIERETZ S F AP NOBMTH S, MO ->TH >R L VBIZUD - THEIC
57, HICH8FNEN 115 FNH X BRI SN T B,
iz,

YA A R RIS B IR 2 AR R B R R JE Y B 2 s K R

W AR LR 2 A
mizig,

VR A 2 I R R R L 2 ) N R HOR AN 2 W R E AN R SRR AR T

SRR E R J) 0 R
ERLENT W d, MTOXFEFERA LI DU IMHINLIDIIMOTE LI HELEHTH L, F
ZARIZVERBATIE E H 2 b,

FXEHR DN, D7 H ORI ER BRI ERE D FICH R S, Bie LR 4T
DItz RIRMIZEN ICFR 2808 S AR T, BT L 2RIFEFE DR e 2 IEOARM TH
Bk, BRRIET O XERa T RS, Bk o kS A b [E 31 TR o0 B SRRk S & Vbl E L iER B
MAFNHFFIZ L VEEEE N2 00 THAH S LM% L7256 L, S-SR it XERatr s L oo ik
FHAHE AT D FERTET73% - H27T% &R L, GRS 2b 2 2KikO(EEEICE L 2HE 2 o
RO T AL AR THLI LWL L, T, XGOS Bk L 7 ik s
PROSHMEMS L 2 L - T, SROREOFICH - TR TH X EHE, WTXFEELA, SiEE
EWETITEAA, TR T ) TWE L TIEEITE 5, ZRBURSIED L & TR TR
HERENL I Eizh T,

S AL S EEEERBI O S BLE OB L T FE O eSS, oy Stk 8 50T TS0 Btk Bl T g
gD, SHIZHHRE RO RAE LD TIEEICREL TR REE 52 500 %72 (3E5).
(6) fR&kAI (M3 —5, Figd-h)

BEA IR R/RAT (AL § B 2 R4AT A — L ORI T TH 2 IHEMNL G, 50 MR 4 R



TENE R e & BUE 2 LS b, BONNBEICH L ZHIOERAMETH A ) L bl Twa,
RARK TN IENR =00 2 RERGFRW .S F 2 — bzl h), STzt -%& L DIz
LT

THR TR D0 ZE F K T A A % HoF 2 A H s KSR U R EE T) A0S =F 7]
it 78 B F 1 HRid = 138 A K B TR ] 5 R S & iR %

DT FEDRPIRDB XU I N T WD, EXHEANFho EMERLEKRE) ERBD TEMEE
FRTE) OFBFLRSN, F2, FZRHPHD THIN (KRTEIEZ 28N 28 LTHREHRK IO
THEA (REICMHEZZ2XAN) ) b LN AMEE T THEKEDHZ LZATH D, HRIK
KINTIIMEDBL < (128 & AR, MBOBIE < I2A L RBFENENREURS N T 5,
COFEINIRIERHCST TICRAZIN T T, XFOENEEITEARRT ) 2> TREIL &
Nk ) Thd, ZOE, LOMEBELRLOD L FRE D ZAB DT ETRICE > TWAEFH Y
AT & D) E LR & MO ARRIROEETH L I ehmbid, /2, EF, FRESL LT
AIC X A TIE, AIRBECHEEBSETCIIRAZ LD TE % w», TTIRNRLAFD, #l
WIFSSRETH D= I A 7574 — WIS L > THERRS N T W2 (FE6),

(7) HHHNBESKI] (K3 — 6 Fig.3-6)

FARBARLTH I T 5 2 R24 4 — P DORILHEFE TS B HE L 15 8IS EE TR0 5
o & Bbird,

HEWESAINI NGO IR RE, BAETHRSEI60 - F 4 — bV EF S, S#IKTTRED
Rz fE LT

— gL R T T ]

OHEE 1 8 XFL L EMBURT 5, W ZKkbhTIHO BRI, RESPERNILIN TV
DTHH Do

FHEES RIS L FRFRIPICHA S, TOMERAHL T, feaflEmatiriedn
720 BERDEET X R OFER, I ZITHIEL00, S —t > MIBHMERTH B2 L, XREHICL->TE
OIEPRRRBDOIZIEFBE SN, RRKFELEOMRETH S &, Fi, ZKRI] %25 S
FATE ) 18 FP MEHUR S ) Geitk & §% % i 5 SRR SR O - BIEDFRTH B2 &, L EMHM L GE
7)o

(8) HRsngk)) (X3 —6, Fig.d-6)

ST A RERT I e § A2 A O 2 TlE, LB O R E WERELEA — FVOMETH 538
F25HIE, I<K B AN HEREHRNOMEE hHOMETH 5,

KRIREE IR ERE, BT HIEZE8rF A=A RS, 30T KRIMREDBIE <, BRI
@ LT

B I 4R A

e i



D6 LFEHERK SN T B, RIRFIIVEE 6084 I12H725,

Zs B E AT U LB ZE T o SRR O TR S & B &, I ITHEEE100/ 39— o b DR BT H B
CEBHESNT WD, HlIFMRBIEICEA, BIOKLPEDFH-TRIKIZENBDTHS) (i8),
(9) 4&e#shE)) (X3 -8, Fig.3-8)

EHBETNEIRERTOLIIBROBMTICH oL b ELRTT.5yF A= LOSKIT
WEHIIARIATH B, JIAFERIDHYEN /2D W28 24, KIMNFEOBLE < SR LT 4 07
DPERKEN TV EOHFHR SN, RIRLFORMARED»E C THARNLT, BHRABEVALWTSH
BDEAKETH b, RIKTII AV LENHL B B,

§ETI > A= 2] - DR, HEIREEEE TR MR DO FHRA L Twa 2 e h, TS
MmEEZLNL, (FE9).

(10)  WFHbRE (X3 —9, Figd-9)

FFHARNE KON K FE F 2R TRAOHA E LTI 6N TEREITH L, X
fEpIcREL, BETAIESES.8yF A — 2l b, EDRE 2

ERIEE
D4 FORIIEHRIKEN TV S,

ATHHEANIEZ D 7~ 28] > KDl 5, TRERPRERUCEEERZIDEFLLNS,
12004F-LI_E DR I 865 & 72  WFBE S AL7cHE I, A% ) il ), RIEFHHIFAEL Y
DIFE LA -7 RBICL T w5, £LT, R eEMIc A2 &, SEHo—ICHGaodits L
ELOHNRZITEN, RiREDLDHBEMEBEINAREESDH S (FE10).

(11) =8 (K4 —10, Fig.4-10)

EWIRANE O L EMEERICEL 5TV A NTH S, EhMEEIICRET 557, HFOES
4.5y FA=bILEFD, BEOTHIC

OEBHREE TR0 F 2, BEEOU) - A 6 =W £ TOMIZIE, Wil = REURE Ik F s,
AR « WEIRAR - 0 S TR CANERE L T, MBI TSN TV S,

A - I X D I2, AHICHRIREDIHBEINT V2 b0o, Eitrh o 2E > DS L 0 B L 72
EarEL, TEHEIHFE G, MECIIBUCH - Z2MEURD R ZD, 3 DDRIK ST
Wd, YoROXBREREIRAHTH D, KICIGELA=Z4 - =5 - LR BRPIERE S, L
T, BREC ICZMREIEE SN TV S, AROA 2 235320 L ZHRGOBEOEWS - % - KL
—EB A Sk THLIZ SR TH B,

LT & BRICIR - Z28RBUR O EARO 1T A, 3 2OHRILT » XIEPTEENT W B, W - EDHE
BEAHATH S, XROWFHXIFIFLLLY, BLFEA -, B2FINTH LI EHERY
DIHHEFETEZL Vv, LT, MES ICHFERBEAIESA TV S, BEHXOFE LT L FEREOR
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D—ERHE Btk TG TH 2.

ST, ZHMBALED LB, WFERDF L CRE AW LT B0, RIKEEED MM (347
HAEEOIL LTS, WL, AR—ARDRTH > 2RI, TFEW (& > THE L =MD
iR L - Twd, i, EEIC X - THRERD FRAMIER I, RIBEOEBDAIIRSI L
DTHb, THT Lirh, ZHADGRIL, B0 ERIT D22 LIENINY L 222 %%, &k
VOB EIT AL, A THE LA N0 THE, XEBRERBIPZI VA S5 74—
BRIZE-TH ) LIKETH D Z LrHER SN,

ZHPDESNTRHUIC DL T2 L BRIH 5, PRARN DA ETHEIE, =R

=& - L ERORW TS ERERPURESOCEMEMBT 22 &, ErErlhTh sk, HH
REFERD 2RIPEERTH B 2 L HFE2MET L L RERF DO RERFOEL T 2007 £H
Wransd (711,

(12) 3K _b B o )

PRI B (&, BRAIMBEORER O ) £ LT, S L2 LR BRI o T
KN LT LT3

UL DR, BUSISTHRL, Ay, RLEZ, Lo, P, YA

WA Ay R, B, {HF el SRR, BB, S, WA L

Bz, sellgp ez, HOERh, fH, i, HFEZ,

Bk R LU
LS—h
YA TR SFE 2L
wl & 7 KL AT

A Bt I N AR e 2, SRR L IREh L A A e - - - - -
Z DLk G EHAEREMIZE TEEE AR Eoe LUREREL  SREERFR2LIRY, D

WHXFDOERIKBDH 722 Lhibr b (712),

(13) HEHEFI ¥ %)
"MIEEE, ORMEMMORICE, BTEBICOWTROLBY S B

------ [Rl4F, P8 =0 Lo i i, A K BRI - IngE. 8T, KREHE, BRI,
AR LG $ESE AR F R . MocH, AR =a Bl A, AREERR ( KEZWth, @H
2o FIRBRE A, MUY ) BREATHE A, WSO RRBUR 2 AT R R, AT R

o MEN Lz, BIEREHCEREIESE, Al KRN Ry, #E =R, LR, » - - - -
AR BN BLAR AR KA (200 — 72 » 28 2 B £ 2B ) S T B AT £ Bl R

RENLEBFEG (e BDflaZ ) (1, by AF=SEEMTogbLWT, Yo
M EBESREREICM 720 w9, GEBTEERTE LTRICOREMBHREN T H



by, BFOFLITBZALNTHEMEL Y, KEBEL > THE <2264 > FEHETiRENY
REMOMBLEREN 2 AWTH B, PRBLREL O ADO L OTEELRIL, F7, L8
BEBARE LHD 2 DTHAI,

HEHERI N DR Z0 13 BB 3 4 (861) D= X, FIEHE L7, IHUIZRZ 2 Lo, ko R
MERE 2 4RIKT 2EEMHNT 2 b0 THSI (F13),

(14) GRBEFERA (X4 —11, Fig.4-11)

RN 12 FRTE T 2 R 5 R S kA, EoMkEE K& L, REDE 243,40
FA— AR, BREBEEALSORKIZLD L, RONTEIZET-% LY

wOR W R W
KAEIR D SOHE & HE5 2 IR L, fhifilc 38 - & )

234 s vef
KK STRE & A % ABUCECR LT, Mlia b THTA S, KR4, RTRIESATY
32 LD XERBRBIIC L > T L ICE NI, SBITbILE TEDRIFAIRRIEINC & 5%
LOREDRRAIMFEI AL,

A5, WHESINE TR O WAGEIR T, SRADTER S USRI A T S E STV 2
(7k14),

(15) HE&edl (R4 —12, Figd-12)

W ISR T 12§ 2 _EAS ML PASAE 2 20 2 212, BMEHWES 2 35 b Tt L7 &
WAL BBREAHEL LN TS, £E50.3CF4— FA%E 5, #ii,

WHE W e s T SRS RE QRINSO0 S RIS

Y T T R R R RS T R RIS 4
RFSF L) 2 5 ATEHOL &, T2 L Y % 2 I BIRERCHK — SR 6 = e S 2
ZOTH, WKL TEOELROBERL ) 2 2L LAV RIBE ATV 5, Hici

W R R e o TR0 v e o oy 0 TS 218 B9 R

e@w%@émgxﬁm%QEWQwﬁ®wmt%%mwngﬁw

TR
EFO3F £ 0 7 2 WIEMIBEN 22 ik SN T B,

AR, HERSAIE, W I TR KIS0 b0 Thdh 5, RENTI AL 3HEHERIZLT
Vb, FHHE - BEMERPRIRL, —URERES S X A AT S TABMERM, ETLHREINDN
ELOTHBM,E, FDZAICRELZLOTHS I,

FEN D F 72, EHOMICREPPES L L RN ZHFEI) 255, 5 - RO~ 1ok
BRI R 6 4L, b HiA T) X BRI A BUREE LIS L B RIKTH B2 L2 2 (3E15).
(16)  ArshBaseck /) (5 —13, Fig.b-13)
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FORE ST RS QR E BB L (ERESE L) oFKINE, SGhEED BRI J) D
KT, 19894F D X FbE B 1= L 0 SUkSE XD IFAEATER S L7z,

NG EHITRG, BETHESIZ275vrF A — bRt b, PRELIEOFERP L22skiE, )
SOyl > £H i & Y

ARG R BRI EEM T £t

DIGFHFRAF L TWiz, NI & FERRICE, 4, BEofkFoiLlrsd-bneESN D,
RIBARD I TRERL, (TITHEREL00% DI E fli - 28R TH B2 Z L ZRLTW B, (7E16)

(17)  HeMEEKT] (X5 —14, Figb-14)

WRLLEI B o A - BRI 115 HE & 0 L9194 12 3880 S AR R INE,  & < BORERT AR S
Tzt TRICHRENSEE S, 198441 XERBRME 12 & - THXOFEI LS L,
ARINGERTA0 rF A= bV EFHBMEMEORITTH 5, ST TIHIZ, WoaRhme
_ ERACTIRCT)
DY FFRIFSNT VS, GHRIKTH 2%, FUKROBI LG Z A SN T w (G117,

3. RROBENONERIRTE

X T « T Bk ¥ % 6 - 22 T WA - WFEd 6 b, RikBEEICOWT£L

DYEAHI L7z, $630KT) 2 RIK KT A b TISMO T2 M T2 (£3),
(1) HREH T DM 53 53K

KUk CR T D RAFRHERTFE D ot & 7 - 2D I FHFERRI T H - 72,

EREERR O I B, i E LR T 0 SRR £ R IR & W T 2R C Lo T b
TeFEMESSTWBI L, RREOREIZEHNTI% - 844027% (17.5%) T, ELWREREVWLD
Mz zfRbo0, BBRTHITHEHLKH) LWHETHE I L, BT - LMV RO ICEREITH
ADRBIRLFETH L2 L, WEFZ THDMZIIANAETH L ETORIMELNT WS I L,
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Including those found only in records, it is believed that 15 swords with inlaid characters
were known in Japan, of which 12 are still extant: eight from the KOFUN Period (4th —
early 7th c. A. D.) and four from the ASUKA Period onward (the mid-7th c. - 15th c. A.D.).

The swords themselves are of iron, and the inlays, telling the date of manufacture, the
historical background, owner’s name, auspicious words, and so on, are of gold, silver, or cop-
per. These swords are of immense value as historical data.

The present author has studied all fifteen extant swords in four ways: surveys of the sites
where they were found, literary analyses of the inscriptions, examination of the inlay tech-
niques used, and a metallurgical analysis of the inlays.

From these extensive studies, the author thinks that four things may be said:

1. The nine sword dating from the KOFUN Period may be grouped into two categories:
those handed down from generation to generation of kings, and those made for one generation
of local rulers.

2. The KOFUN Period swords were manufactured in China, the Korean peninsula, and
Japan; the foreign-made swords, accorded higher status, were used by generations of kings,
while the domestically-produced swords were exclusively manufactured by the Yamato gov-
ernment for presentation to local rulers.

3. The KOFUN Period inlaid swords were symbols of political, military and economic
power.

4. With the exception of the Emperor’s sword. after the KOFUN Period these swords lost
their political and economic symbolism, but continued as inspirational artifacts, encouraging

victory, health, and happiness.
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