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The supercritical drying method have been employed to prepare samples of cell for the
electron microscope, as this drying method does not destort tender materials such as cells. In
the present study, to prevent waterlogged woods from being destorted, the supercritical drying
method was applied to the preservation of waterlogged woods, employing carbon dioxide as a
supercritical fluid.

As a result we found a slight distortion of the waterlogged woods, using five species of
wood as test pieces. This fact indicates the supercritical drying is an effective method for
preservation of waterlogged woods. Further, we investigated the prediction of immersion time
in ethanol and isoamyl acetate for preparation of the supercritical drying. It was found that
total time required for the supercritical drying including the immersion in ethanol and isoamyl

acetate is about a quarter of the previous PEG impregnation method.



